
103﻿ The Offer You Can’t Refuse

IN THE DYSTOPIA YOU FIND WHEN YOU 
ARE EXTRACTED FROM THE MATRIX
Someone may ask you to ...

•• Explain what exactly the tragedy of the commons is.

•• Identify who Karl Marx was and the beef he had with capitalism.

•• Define socialism.

•• Contrast capitalism and socialism so you can build one system or the other in the post-Matrix world.
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exactly heroic but is also not motivated by money. In Iron Man,3 Tony Stark ends up fight-
ing the greed of his own corporation. In Casino Royale4 and Quantum of Solace5 the villains 
are all about chasing wealth while our flawed but still heroic James Bond is all about honor, 
revenge, and Photoshopped leggy women. Greed is never heroic. Of course, the realist 
counterargument points out that in real life, the lead actor usually demands about $22.6 
million plus a percentage of the box office to portray a “selfless” hero, but still, we are talk-
ing fiction here.

Money may not actually make the world go ’round—the physics professor I occasion-
ally eat lunch with insists that it is the residual angular momentum from the formation of 
the solar system that spins us through day and night. That one professor’s “scientific” 
fantasy aside, it should be clear that the vast majority of people believe that money is a 
central part of life, and consequently, it is an important political concern. I might even go 
so far as to say that economics, albeit in a rudimentary form, is the reason humans created 
government in the first place. In my story of the formation of the first government, cave-
man Bob pursues collective security so that he can become a farmer. Farming is, in 
essence, the most primitive form of investment. Bob gives up something of value—the 
grain he scatters on the muddy ground and his labor—with the expectation that he will 
obtain greater benefit in the future. When the barbarians come out of the hills to steal his 
first crop, however, Bob discovers that even this elementary economic investment is 
unworkable in a state of anarchy.

Bob needs a way to protect his investment. He needs the collective security of the vil-
lage so that he can farm and reap the rewards of his effort. In a word, Bob needs govern-
ment. Similarly, Gilligan, the geeky kid on the island, needs a bully’s protection to employ 
his labor effectively. Government is intimately tied to economics, if only because people 
must have collective security to engage in even the most rudimentary of economic enter-
prises. The connection between economics and government is obvious in its simplicity, but 
it is actually a rich, dynamic relationship filled with subtlety and, sometimes, mystery. It’s 
not exactly blockbuster film material, but it is far more interesting than most intro to mac-
roeconomics textbooks make it appear. And it is profoundly political. We live in an age in 




